
 

 
 

DER Fundamentals Workshop  
 

Monday, September 24 
8:00 am - 12:00 pm PT 

 

Time Sessions 

8:00 - 
8:10am 

Welcome, Introduction, and Definition of DER 
Jen Szaro of SEPA will welcome workshop attendees, help break the ice, and also set the stage for 
the morning by providing a working definition of Distributed Energy Resources (DER). 

8:10 - 
8:40am 

Technology Overview 
From solar and storage to demand response and electric vehicles, Tanuj Deora of SEPA will provide 
a review of DER technologies, their markets, and relevant policies and deployments. 

8:40 - 
9:00am 

DER Capabilities 
With so many technologies and programs, coupled with varying operational and reliability 
requirements around the country, it can sometimes be difficult to sort fact from fiction when 
discussing the capabilities of DERs. SEPA’s Ryan Edge will follow the previous technology overview 
to provide simple, accurate explanations of the necessary services and what they mean.  

9:00 - 
10:00am 

Planning the Distributed Energy Future  
With explosive growth in DER penetration in recent years, many utilities have had to develop forecast 
and planning methodology to better assess necessary utility infrastructure investments and to handle 
future needs. Southern California Edison will present a case study of utility integrated DER planning 
and what best practices can be shared.  

10:00 - 
10:15am 

Break 

10:15 - 
11:00am 

Valuation of DERs 
First, Alana Lemarchand of Demand Side Analytics will build off the next steps and challenges laid 
out in SEPA and Nexant’s report, “Addressing the Locational Valuation Challenge of Distributed 
Energy Resources.” Next, Chris Villarreal of Plugged in Strategies will bring NARUC’s “Distributed 
Energy Resource Manual” into the conversation.  

11:00am - 
12:00pm 

Panel Discussion on Policy  
A dynamic panel of experts will discuss DER policy through the lens of FERC’s NOPR, NY’s REV, 
CA’s DRP, and other states specifically considering DER in the context of grid modernization.  
 
Moderator: Erika Myers (SEPA) 
Speakers: 

Howard Smith (Southern Company Services) 
Ted Ko (Stem) 
Patty Cook (ICF) 


